i94           AGRICULTURE  AND  CROPS
In the Madras Presidency there are two main divisions of
the land revenue system, called respectively zamindari and
ryotwari. The former has been defined as a system of
intermediaries and transferees of interest between the State
and the cultivator, and is a survival from the days prior to
the British occupation, when the land was chiefly held by
zamindars (landholders) and feudal chieftains. Under the
ryotwari system, which prevails, the settlement for land
revenue is made directly by the Government agency with
each individual cultivator holding land, not with the village
community, nor with the middleman or landlord, payment
being also received directly from every such individual.
It is said that a large number of ryats are continuously in
debt, unable to subsist during the growth of the crop
except by petty borrowing, and returning at harvest time
all but a moderate surplus to the creditor. Much has been
heard, in recent years, of the adaptation of the Raffeisen
system to Indian requirements, and, during the vice-
royalty of Lord Curzon, an Act was passed, giving legal
sanction to the operations of a system of co-operative banks
and credit societies for the benefit of the humbler classes.
The agricultural year nearly coincides with the Fasli
(fasl, season or crop), which commences on 1st July. Fasli
has been defined as the name applied to certain solar eras
established for use in revenue and other civil transactions,
under the Muhammadan rulers (including Akbar), to meet
the inconvenience of the lunar calendar of the Hijra, in its
want of correspondence with the natural seasons. The
present year is Fasli 1322.
The soils of South India are classified as dry, or not
irrigated; wet, or irrigated otherwise than from private
wells; and garden, or dry land watered from private wells,
on which dry and wet assessment is charged. Of the
occupied ryotwari area, 81 per cent, is dry, including
gardens, and 19 per cent. wet.